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Non-Homestead Property Tax Renewal Vote Set for May 5

By Neil Hufnagel, Superintendent
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As discussed in the March edition of thagle Flyer the Fowler Public Schools Board of Education ap-
proved a resolution at their February meeting calling for an election on a proposal to renew the non
homestead property tax rate to the maximum permitted assessment of 18 mills. This election would rg
continue, the rate last approved by voters in 1998. That election approved the 18 #midhmestead propert
tax for 10 years which expired this past December. This proposal will enable the school district to recfi
entire per pupil foundation all owance provi de

The following is an explanation of the oper atfi
funding in general is a complex issue, and the same is true for tHonwstead property tax portion of it.
have tried to organize the Q & A section in a way so that the simpler and more direct questions relate
May ballot proposal are near the beginning, with more complex funding issues addressed later on. |
this clarifies any questions voters may have on the proposal, but please know that | would be happy
with any community member or group to provide any additional clarification or information regarding
May ballot issue. Please feel free to contact me at?288), or our business office at 52396, with any
guestions or to set up a time to meet.

Questions and Answers on the Noehlomestead Property Tax Election

What exactly is the ballot language on which we will be voting? |

nside This Issyp

The exact language as it appears on the ballot is as follows:

This proposal will allow the school district to levy the statutory rate of 18 mills on
all property, except principal residence and other property exempted by law,|re
quired for the district to receive its revenue per pupil foundation allowance.

Election News

Pg. 1-5

The Waldron Buzz Pg. 6- 10

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against al
property, except principal residence and other property exempted by law, in

Fowler Public School District, Clinton County, Michigan, be increased by 18

FHS News & Info | Pg. 11 & 14

mills £Hs Top 10
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Pg. 12- 15

($18.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 4 years, 2009 tq
inclusive, to provide funds for operating purposes (17.8993 mills of the abov
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b js oard Minutes

Pg. 15

renewal of millage which expired with the 2008 tax levy and .1007 mill is a rq
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Pg. 16 18

ration of millage lost as a result of the reduction required by the Michigan C

tution of 1963); the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the

Counselor

Pg. 19 & 20

millage is approved and levied in 2009 is approximately $124,9007?
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Why is this r efHeornreesd etacd dasbhad ImNon ssue
This millage would be assessed only on-homestead property. Nefiomestead refers tq
Aproperty, except principal residence

above. Noromestead property includes industrial/commercial property, apartment b
i ngs, rental homes, vacation property,
primary residence.

How will this affect my property taxes?
If you do not own any nechomestead property, there will be absolutely no increase in your property tax relateq
this millage. If you do own nehomestead property, you will pay an additional $10.00 for every $100,000 ir taj
able norhomestead property that you own over what you have paid previously. This small increase is dug to
fact that this renewal will move the ntwomestead rate from its current 17.89 mills to the full 18.0 mills allowed
by law.

How much revenue will this provide the school district?

pr o]
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If this proposal passes, Fowler Public Schools will continue to receive approximately $125,000 to use for ppdra-

tions that will not be provided under the state aide formula if the millage is not in place.

How will our educational program be affected if the proposal in not approved?

If the proposal is not approved, the district will receive $125,000 less than we have been receiving under the“cur-

rent state funding formula. As we prepare for the 2ZBOP0 school year, the district already faces a budget defic
of approximately $130,000 due to a freeze in state funding and declining enrollment. Combined, the district v

ould

face a budget deficit of over $250,000 which would certainly lead to reductions in the educational programs gnd

services our community has come to expect from our schools.

Is this a new tax?

homestead property through December 2008. Passage of this proposal will allow the district to continue tp ¢
approximately $125,000 for educational operations. Failure of the proposal will lead to a $125,000 loss of
compared to what the district had received in previous years.

No. This millage was last approved by the voters in 1998. The district had voter approval to levy 18 milig oy:on
I

—
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Di dndt we | ushomestead peopedyntax ssua lasnAugust?
Yes we did. The August ballot issue which was approved by voters moved themestead property tax rate
from 17. 2 mills to 17.9 mills. This was part of the two step process required to renew damnestead property

lect
nue

tax levy to the full 18.0 mills. The August election accomplished two significant things related to district fundifg.

First, it provided an additional $4,500 for the 289 school year by restoring the millage to nearly 18 mills.

Secondly, it restored it to a level that is at least 17.5 mills. This was necessary because any renewal proposiHon

can increase the pexisting rate by no more than 0.5 mills. This allows the district to seek the renewal millage
18.0 mills as it appears on the Mdytallot.
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Why is the term of the levy 4 years?
Norhomestead property taxes are subject to bein ir
Michigan Constitution. This roll back occurs when properties are sold and the assessed value is increa Pass-
ing a levy with a term of four years, as opposed to the 10 years of the previous levy, makes it less likely thdt the
district would need to ask for a restoration millage during that time to avoid a loss of educational funding.

| thought the state guarantees a certain minimum amount of funding per student?
The State School Aid Fund guarantees a foundation allowance of $7,425 (2009) for Fowler Public Schp$lg| but
that assumes that the district levies and collects the total available property tax millages, including the full B

mill non-homestead property tax that must be approved by voters. The state makes up the difference betivien the
local revenues that the district has the opportunity to collect, and the minimum foundation allowance. If tHeliflis-
trict does not collect all of the allowable tax at the full 18 mill rate, the state does not make up the differer
That leads to the potential $125,000 shortfall that would occur for theZIXi®school year if the 18 mill re-
newal is not passed.

Speaking of Proposal A, | thought that took property taxes out of the school funding equation and would
end mill age elections for operational funds. | 0t
Proposal A changed the way Michigan public schools are financed. It dramatically shifted the burden fio
property taxes to the sales tax, but it did not eliminate property taxes as a source of funding. When the ila-
ture adopted the foundation approach to funding education in December 1993, four important changes e

about.

1. Property taxes for school purposes were substantially reduced.
2. Rather than millage rates being applied uniformly on all property, different rates were applied to homesgtdiad
and norhomestead property. Owrerc cupi ed pri mary residences wef c |
taxed at six mills. Noimomestead property generally includes industrial, commercial, and second home d is
taxed at 24 mills (six mills base plus 18 mills, which requires voter approval).
3. The maximum nohomestead property tax levy is 18 mills. However, to avoid the added cost and paj
work, districts may request Headlee overrides above the 18 mill limit and levy only 18 mills until the ove
expires.

4. The State levies a uniform rate of six mills on all progetigpth homestead and ntwomestead. The pro-
ceeds are deposited in the State School Aid Fund and used as a part of state aid under the new foundatipfj|ap-
proach. Local districts are required to levy 18 milligh voter approvalpn all nonhomestead property. The
proceeds constitute the | ocal di strictdés contrdqputi

Again, if you have additional questions or need any further clarification of this potential
confusing issue, please contact me, Superintendent Neil Hufnagel2250%r 5932296
and | would be happy assist you.
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BOARDIOREDVCATIONICANDIDAES

Three candidates will be vying for two seats on the Fowler Board of Education in the May 5 sdhppl elec-
tion. Incumbent board member Jeff Thelen will be joined by Dan Bengel and Adrienne Larson in seekinf a sea
In an effort to familiarize the voters with the candidates, each of them answered a questionnaire fronjth¢ distric
Below you will find a short profile of each candidate and his/her answers to the questions.
They are published in alphabetical order.

—

Dan Bengel 4500 N Hinman Rd, Pewamo

Occupation: Assessing Support, BS&A Software

Education:  High school graduate, Certification in Assessment Administration & Property Evaluatioh
From OCC, Level 3 State Assessors Board Certification

Organizations:Knights of Columbus, Michigan Assessors Associatiohibhdyan Assessors Association
MHSAA coach, Fowler Conservation Club & many other wildlife related organizations

Spouse: Karen

Children: Danielle, 1L grade; Keeganth grade; Derek6grade; Kiley, kindergarten

Why would you like to serve on the board of education?
To have a direct influence in the quality of my ¢
11th grade, so | have a lot of interest in our schools. | enjoy committing time to the community and ouf $¢hools
and serving on the board would be another way | could do that.

What qualities and experience do you have that would make you an effective board member?
| would say one of my strongest qualities has been my willingness to step forward and donate my ting|gnd enel
for the community. In recent years | have been very active in the Fowler community and FPS with different ath-

|l etic programs. Now that |1 dm getting ol der, W 0
tion.
My occupation has me dealing with property taxes on a daily basis. | have a good understanding of e [State
Education Tax (SET) and school funding.
What do you determine to be some of the strengths of the Fowler district?
| feel our small size is one of our strengths. | graduated from a small school and I think students havg pjore cor
fidence coming away from smaller schools rather than graduating with 300 others and feeling like jusg & humbel
What do you think some of the challenges are to the Fowler district?
|l would expect with todayds economy and our dqgmal |
We al so have good athletic facilities at thidg]|[tim
the future. Technology is fast growing in td¢dlayod
port in order to improve.
Adrienne Larson 11302 Holly Ct, Fowler
Occupation: Territory Manager, John Deere Company
Education:  Bachelor of Science, Agricultural Business, Missouri State University
OrganizationsAgr i cul ture Future of America Al umni Aplqoci
Spouse: Geremy

] Children: Ashton, 4 and Gentry, 2 ||

gl
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Why would you like to serve on the board of education?

I would like to serve the community by providing leadership and a business perspective to the board,
that the foundation of a community is its school. | would like the opportunity to make a difference in th
the children in this community by helping to make the school system as strong and progressive as pqs

What qualities and experience do you have that would make you an effective board member?
| grew up in a small town and attended a small high school. | value the quality of education and the ¢
that come from this size of school district. My mother is a high school teacher and so | have experiefc

research and understand information that will assist in making decisions. | believe my business deg
with my 10 years of experience working in the agriculture industry with the John Deere Company, wil
asset when working through the issues that face the board.

What do you determine to be some of the strengths of the Fowler district?
Fowler is the home of a tigknit community that stands behind its school. Fowler has quality teachers p
ministrators who care about providing excellence in education to students. Fowler is a school districfy
and character and instills this in its students, not only in the classroom, but also on the athletic field.
reputation for quality education in central Michigan.

@]

What do you think some of the challenges are to the Fowler district?
As a small school in these economic times, balancing budgets while not compromising the level of q;le
tion is a significant challenge. Preparing students to grow into productive and prosperous adults in thi
changing society would also be a key challenge to continually address.

Jeff Thelen 8592 W Parks Rd, St Johns

Occupation: Dairy farmer

Education:  Graduate of FHS, college credits at LCC & MSU
OrganizationsMMPA, K of C, Indiana State Dairy Association

Spouse: Patti

Children: Adalee, kindergarten; Brady, CCRESA early childhood education

Why would you like to serve on the board of education?
As a parent of two young children, | would like to be part of the team to continue educational exceller|g
Fowler Public Schools.

What qualities and experience do you have that would make you an effective board member?
| have served on several boards of several organizations, and by working with the current board and
dent, hope to meet the challenges of the future.

What do you determine to be some of the strengths of the Fowler district?
Dedicated teachers, support staff and administrators, caring parents, and a supportive community.

What do you think some of the challenges are to the Fowler district?
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With school funding not keeping pace, we will need to continue being innovative with all aspects of trlt—ejrudget.
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PTA Holds Waldron School Carnivaé Fun for All!

The Waldron PTA held their annual Spring Carnival on Sa@
March 21. The theme was .
event is made possible each year by the generous effort
PTA memberséthanks for all
thank the Waldron staff, parents, students and area busine
your continued support and contributions. We thank Mrs. Brown
for operating the Fabulous Flubber Science Lab, which was a big hit with the kids. THji

would not be possible withaalt the volunteers who help by working the games, bringing
baked goods, decorating the halls, cleaning up, etcYour support is always apprecigs
From the bottom of our heartséthank yo
success! Listed below are the businesses/individuals who donated items to our carnive.

Al Tanning Huckleberry Creek Golf Course ~ Wieber Lumber

Allaby & Brewbaker Ins. Jackieds Sal on (Wcowbhnor)y 8s FI| o wd
Always Charming KJods Deb Feldpausch

Andy T©o&s K-13 Therapy (Barb K13) Suzie SchafeiSS Hair Design
Appl ebeeds Kends Kar Kare Rosie Van Ells

Avery Eye Care Center Kroger Rhonda Meyers (Tastefully Simple

The Waldron Buzz

Beckeros Bridal Leon Schneider Builders Scott Milner
Beckerds Fur ni t urMain St Pizza Bil |l Braun (Bill
Beckerds Mends Weavain Street Café Cathy McCune

Beebs Motors Main Street Station Amy Martin

Big Boy Restaurant Mancinods of St .AndrewrHalfsnann
Big-Beeds Cof fee Mc Donal dds of StAnnetted;bhh MSU

Burger King of St. Johns MI Farm Bureau 6 Tom Nugent  Cheryl Dodd
Citizends Bank Oakwood Lounge (Pewamo) Randy & Brenda Wirth Family
Clinton County Chamber Comm. Pizza Hut of St. Johns Helen Stump

Clinton County Fed. Credit Union  Quality Auto Joyce Pohl

Clinton Wellness Center Rehmannos Kathy Jackson

Coachds (of St.
Custom Embroidery

Discount Tire

Edward Jones

Farm Bureau Feldpausch Agency
Farm BureauTom French

Fitch Studio

Fowler Lanes

Fowl er ds Hot

Goodrich Brothers (Pewamo)
ry

Harr os Jewel

JRoyramsd)s

Sandyds Fami
Schmitz Auto Service

Si mon
Si monos
St. Johns Auto
St. Johns Floral
TH Miller Excavating

S p o tThe Wheel Inn

Theis Party Store
Unigue Reflections

Roadho

Brot her

u
y
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FI ower

s ePhil & Lorraine Schmitt

S

Skatylamd Lori Hyland
Colleen & Neal Hoffman
Platty Schhitt n g

SRYT A-Bpirit Shop
Teresa PlineCD
Toni Feldpausch
Therese Andros
Cherie Anderson
Roy & Patty Feldpausch

Jr. High Track

track meets.

As we prepare for the upcomi
track season, we need many vo
teers to help with our three ho

No prior track

Mr.

Spicer

knowledge is needed to volunteer. We are asking t
parents volunteer to work at least one meet in org
have enough workers for all the home meets. Intey
ested volunteers should-mail
spicer@edzone.net or call him at-39530. Homg
tracks are scheduled for May 5, 8 and 12.
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Congratulations to the following students for receiving honor roll status for the third quarter of20@92004
school year. (To be on the honor roll, you must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher, and received no grades [pf

=S

Middle School Honor Roll

l ower . ) I al phabetic orderé
* Indicates high honors GPA of 3.5 or above
5" Grade 6" Grade 7" Grade
Becker, Elijah* Bengel, Derek Bancroft,
Bertram, Zach Blackwell, Adam* Shawna

Campbell, Carissa
Fedewa, Delaney
Fedewa, Owen
Feldpausch, Daltoh
Feldpausch, Kallt
Goerge, Jamisoh
Hamilton, Jacoby
K-13, Madisort
Orozco, Jack
Rademacher, Jordyn
Schafer, Will*
Schmitt, Nicholag
Schmitt, Taylor
Scott, Garrett
Sillman, Ashley
Simon, Chelsea
Taylor, Alex

Theis, Cole*

Bongard, Bryce
Buhr, Monica*
Dixon, Amber
Feldpausch, Darta
Feldpausch, Sydney
Goerge, Melanié
Hungerford, Kendra
Miller, Prestor
Northrup, Autumrr
Piggott, Danieller
Platte, Lyndie*
Platte, Quincy
Pung, Hannah
Schaefer, Laini&
Schmitt, Brianna
Snyder, Aubrey
Weber, Alexis*
Wirth, Tori *

Becker, Nicole*
Becker, Terirf¥

Bunting, Jade
Campbell, Chandler
Feldpausch, Alicig
Feldpausch, Brianra
Feldpausch, Kelsit
Feldpausch, Samantha
Feldpausch, Savannah
Fender, Darien

Luna, ConnokF

Miller, Mason*
Robbe,Valerie

Ruddy, Alyson
Schafer, Clair¢
Schafer, Natalié&
Schrader, Paige
VanElls, Brooke*

Eagle Flyer k

8" Grade
Becker, Kierert
Birchmeier, Andrewf
Blackwell, Carrie*
Bongard, Cameroh
Buhr, Daniel
Cooper, Katelynn
Goerge, Daniell&
Hamilton, Joshu&
Luttig, Kyle *
Miller, Cami Jo*
Parsons, Josh
Platte, Madison
Schafer, Alissa
Schafer, Travis
Simon, Drew
Watts, Napoleon
Weber, Britney

There are still openings in the fall preschool classes. Fowler Preschool is open to children who will be fg
old by December 1, 2009. Sessions are held on Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursde8. @ pmrh:00

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT

D+ or

ur year

The teachers are Mrs. Amy Pung and Ms. Jennifer Lowell, who are also kindergarten teachers at Waldr@in. Tui-

tion is $75/month.

Early childhood education has many benefits that can help your child gain success all throughout his/he
schooling. The Fowler Preschool is designed to help children develop the skills they need as they take
steps into the educational process. Children are taught their letters and numbers, work on fine motor s
strengthen their social skills in a classroom setting, and participate in several fun activities designed to p

reading skills.

It only takes a phone call to register. The number is 929%R03

years |
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