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Keys to Student Success ð Numbers 5 and 6 

By Neil Hufnagel, Superintendent 

I am continuing to use this space this year to provide some follow up information on the 10 Keys to Suc-
cess at Fowler High School that I presented at the August Freshman Orientation for students and parents. 
While written for high school students, they certainly apply to middle school students as well. Even parents 
of elementary students may find some benefit in reviewing these keys to success as they think about the 
habits and attitudes they seek to develop in their students as they move through school. To see the entire 
list, access the Freshman Orientation PowerPoint on the High School Principal page of our website at 
www.fowlerschools.net. 

Key #5 ð Talk to Your Teachers and Ask Questions 

It has been my observation that most of the students who succeed at the highest levels have developed 
positive communication and relationships with their teachers. They ask and answer questions in class. They 
initiate conversations about making up work or tests after absences, or needing more clarification to finish 
assignments correctly. They approach teachers at appropriate times, such as before or after class, to ad-
dress issues or clarify misunderstandings should they occur. This is not always an easy thing for students to 
do as it calls for them to take certain risks, identify appropriate times for communication, and be open to 
another perspective. Those that do so however, are typically rewarded with a clearer understanding of ex-
pectations and greater confidence in their ability to handle them. This in turn leads to higher levels of stu-
dent performance. 

I would recommend that parents encourage their student to discuss academic difficulties and issues directly 
with their teachers as they occur. If that student/teacher communication doesn't lead to a resolution of the 
difficulty or issues, it continues to be fully appropriate to enlist the assistance of their parents, the coun-
selor, or me to help in the process. Again, I recognize that this may be a difficult thing for some students 
to do based on their level of maturity and confidence, but it is my observation that students who have de-
veloped this skill of advocating for themselves typically do well. 

Key #6 ð Seek Out Make Up Work, Quizzes, and Tests 

As discussed in Success Key #1 being at school every day relieves students of 
the extra stress of making up homework and tests once they return to school. 
Obviously, most students are going to have some absences due to illness, and 
perfect attendance, while a great goal, just isn't realistic for most. It is certainly 
the responsibility of the teacher to work to communicate with students about 
making up homework and tests missed while out, but students who take the 
initiative to do this as quickly as possible tend to find greater success at school. 
Students who are out for just one day might contact a friend after school to see 
what assignments they may have missed. Once back at school they might con-
tact the teacher about the possibility of making up a missed test or quiz at 
lunch time or after school. This allows them to stay in class so they don't miss 
the additional new instruction to do make up work. Approaching the teacher 
right away helps avoid having several days transpire during which they 
may forget some of the content given for the assignment, test or quiz. 
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The Waldron Student Council recently held a òchange driveó to raise funds for United 
Way.  The United Way helps to fund several agencies including the Red Cross, RAVE, St. 
Vincents, the Salvation Army and many other non-profit organizations throughout the 
area. We are proud to announce that Mrs. Gruizengaõs 3rd grade class raised the most 
money for United Way and they were rewarded with a GIGANTIC bag of popcorn cour-
tesy of NCG Theatre.  Mrs. Gruizengaõs class also recently won a canned food drive con-
test held by the Waldron Student Council.  We thank you and your parents for your gen-
erosity!  (Pictured:  Mrs. Gruizengaõs third grade class with a huge bag of popcorn!) 

PTA Looking for Raffle Prize Donations 

The PTA is beginning to work on our annual Spring Carnival.  A big part of our carnival 
income comes from the raffle drawing which is held at the end of the event.  All of the 
prizes that are raffled off are donated from area merchants, Waldron staff, and lo-
cal families. If you would like to make a donation of a raffle prize, it would be very 
much appreciated.  Please call the Waldron office at 593-2160 if you have an item 
you would like to donate.  Items raffled off in the past have included things such as gift 
cards, homemade crafts, clothing, hats, décor, lotions, hair products, toys, school sup-
plies, learning games, cash, etc.  Feel free to drop items that you would like to donate off 
in the Waldron office or call and we can make arrangements for someone to pick it up.  
Any and all donations are greatly appreciated.  (PTA) 
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PTA Family Fun Movie Night Coming Soon ï Feb. 6, 2009 
The Fowler Community PTA invites you and your family to our second annual Family Fun Movie 
Night .  It will be held at Fowler High School on Friday, February 6.   Doors open and concession 
sales will start at 6:30 p.m. with the movie beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Admission is FREE.   This is 
not meant to be a fundraiser, just an affordable night of family fun.  The feature film is yet to 
be determined, but sure to be great for all ages.  There will be door prizes, popcorn and plenty of 
room, as we will be showing the movie in the gym.  So mark your calendar, bring a blanket/pillow 
and make yourself comfortable for the second annual PTA Family Fun Movie Night.  We hope to 
see you there!   (All children must be accompanied by a parent/adult.) 

Christmas Festivities at Waldron 

This yearôs elementary Christmas program was held Tuesday, December 9, in Piggott Gym and fea-

tured children in grades K-4.   Immediately following the elementary program, was the annual 

Christmas band concert which featured students in grades 5ï12 performing a variety of your  

favorite Christmas melodies.  A BIG ñthank youò to Ms. Blank for putting these programs to-

getheréthe students did a great job!  Thank you to all who attended. 

Upcoming Waldron Events 

      

Wed.  Jan. 21 Preschool/Parent Night ï 6:30 p.m.  

Th. Jan. 22 ½ Day School ï 11:30 Dismissal 

Fri. Jan. 23 ½ Day School ï 11:30 Dismissal 

  End of 2nd Marking Period 

Wed.  Jan. 28 Report Cards Go Home 

Fri. Feb. 6 PTA Family Fun Movie Night @ 7 p.m. 

Fri. Feb. 13 No SchoolðTeacher In-Service Day 

Mon. Feb 16 No SchoolðPresidentôs Day 


