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Giving Thanks in Challenging Times 

By Neil Hufnagel, Superintendent 

 

Last week, I had the privilege of attending the annual Veterans Day luncheon at Most Holy Trinity School where I 

was honored to sit among approximately 75 local men and women who have risked all in service to our country. 

They range from a dwindling number of WW II vets to an increasing number returning from service in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan. As has been the case in previous years, local veteran Alan Kramer spoke near the end of the program and 

described in honest, sometimes vivid detail several of the terrible realities endured by these veterans. For most of us, 

fortunately, it is hard to imagine what it must feel like to face the possibility of death or dismemberment that these 

veterans lived with for weeks, months, and even years earlier in their lives. What an example they are of the fortitude 

and perseverance necessary to meet the immense challenges that they survived by working together and relying on 

one another. 

 

And so, amid the series of meetings and work sessions focusing on all of the budget challenges facing public schools 

that have been part of my work routine of late, I received an important dose of perspective. I visited with veterans 

that had literally risked everything in service to others, and they were thanking me for being there to honor and re-

member them. Their humility and gratitude for their families, for those who were honoring them, and for their fel-

low veterans with whom they had faced unimaginable challenges was the lesson etched in my mind and heart as I 

left that day. 

 

Indeed, these are challenging times, and further in this newsletter, I will try to clarify those challenges and the steps 

we will need to take to manage them. But on this front page, and in this month of Thanksgiving, I think it most im-

portant to focus on the many things we have to be thankful for in our Fowler Public Schools.  

 

I am thankful for the veterans and ladies auxiliary of our local VFW Post 3733 for  

the wonderful partnership they provide our schools. Each year, they sponsor the  

Patriotõs Pen essay contest for middle school students and Voice of Democracy speech  

contest for high school students, honoring the local winners at a dinner banquet. They  

have also recently purchased spotlights for the flagpoles at our two buildings so that  

our nationõs flag can proudly fly over our schools 24 hours a day. The honor guard  

also led our homecoming parade this year as part of the FHS 50th Anniversary  

celebration, a tradition I hope to establish for future years. 

 

I am thankful for the passage of the 18 mill non-homestead property tax last May, and  

for the business owners that bear the burden of supporting our schools and kids  

through it. Again, this is a tax that the great majority of us do not pay. It is assessed  

only on non-homestead properties that are made up of commercial properties, second  

residences, and business properties. Please keep this in mind as you purchase goods  

and services that are available in our community. Please consider shopping locally and 

        Continued on page 10 



    BPA HOLDING A CAN DRIVE  
 
The high school Business Professionals of 
America (BPA) club is inviting students in 
grades K-12 to participate in a returnable can 
drive.  Cans can be sent to school with stu-
dents and will be counted and collected by 
members of the BPA.  The proceeds will go 
toward paying for competition costs for the 
club.  The winning class will be rewarded 
with a pizza party.  The can drive is going on 
now through December 10.  Thank you for 
your generosity!   
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      PARENT CONFERENCES WENT WELL  

Parent/teacher conferences were received very well once again this year at Waldron.  Please re-
member that you donõt have to wait until conferences to find out how your child is doing at 
school ð call or stop in anytime.  Also, remember to use the grade website 
(www.fowlerschools.net) as a resource for keeping track of your childõs progress.  Thank you to 
all who attended conferences! 

   Waldron Student Council Holds òGoods 
    Driveó for United Way 

The Waldron Student Council is holding a goods 
drive to benefit the United Way.  The goods will 
be distributed to people in nearby communities 
that are in need this winter.  Classes are compet-
ing against one another to collect the most items 
and the winning class will receive a pop/
popcorn party.  Goods that will be accepted in-
clude but are not limited to the following: 

Canned & boxed foods (1 point) 

Personal Itemsðshampoo, toothbrushes/
paste, laundry soap, feminine products, 
etc. (1 point) 

Hats, mittens, scarves- (3 points) 

Blanket ð (5 points) 

A big THANK YOU to Mrs. Brown, Student 
Council advisor, and to all the Student Council 
members for organizing this event and also to 
the families who have made donations.  Hope-
fully, your generosity will make someone elseõs 
holidays a little brighter!   
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   UPCOMING EVENTS AT WALDRON  

Nov. 20 Fri. PTA Bingo Night ð 7:00 p.m. 
Nov. 22 Sun. MSU Clean Up ð More Volunteers NeededéPlease Consider 
   Helping!!! 
Nov. 23 Mon. 7/8 V-Ball vs Laingsburg (A-5pm)   
Nov. 26, 27, 30 Th-M No School For Students ð Enjoy Your Extra Long Thanks- 
   giving Break! 
Dec. 1-3 T-TH X-Mas Comes to Waldron Shopping Days! 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

The Waldron elementary Christmas 

program (K-4) will be held at 6:30 p.m. 

on December 15.   

The band concert (grades 5-12) will im-

mediately follow at approximately 7:30 

p.m. 
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 PEER-TO-PEER NEWS 

   LAFFñóLearning About Autism through Friendshipó 

The 4th grade class at Waldron has several students who have 
volunteered to be a part of a group called LAAF.  One of our 
LAAF group members, Kiah Becker (grade 4), shares her 
thoughts about the program along with a picture: 

òJust because someone has autism or is different, doesnõt mean you canõt be 
friends with them.  A child with autism would probably love to be your 
friend.  Itõs fun and means a lot to be friends with someone who has autism.  
People who have autism are not disabled, they are differently abled.  If some-
body with autism thought that they were disabled, they would want to be 
like everyone else, but they should be thankful for who they are,  

WALDRON BOOK FAIR A GREAT SUCCESS 
 

The fall Waldron book fair was a great success.  The book fair had many new and exciting books for stu-
dents and parents to choose..  One of the top sellers was the fourth book in the Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series; Dog 
Days.  The library received over $500 worth of new books and $1173 in Scholastic dollars which can be used on a 
variety of items from books to Smart Boards.  Thank you to everyone who supported the book fair.    

Students left the book fair very excited to read their new book(s). Reading with your child is very impor-
tant at any age.  In the younger grades, when children are learning to read, it is important to be patient as your 
child learns the skills of reading.  As in any skill, the key to getting better is practice, practice, practice.  The same is 
true in reading.  Younger students learn to read and older students read to learn.  Taking time to read aloud with 
your child and modeling good reading skills helps lay a foundation for reading success.  Rereading a book helps a 
child continue to build confidence in his reading ability and builds comprehension and fluency.  Some ways to help 
your child are:  take turns reading aloud, ask questions about the setting and the characters, what do you think will 
happen next?, and how would you change the ending?  Making your child stop and think about what he/she has 
read has a huge impact on their comprehension which later impacts their school success.  At the upper levels, 
check out the novel your child is reading and read along with him/her.  This can make for some great dinner dis-
cussions.  If your children see you reading, they will see the importance you place on reading and that is also a 
great example for your children.  Enjoy reading together! 

HALLOWEEN PARADE AT WALDRON ñA BIG HIT!  

 Students in grades K-4 participated in the annual Halloween parade once again at Waldron School.  Due to 
inclement weather, the parade was held inside, but it didnõt damper spirits!  It was a big hit and the halls were filled 
with lots of spooky creatures, witches, beautiful princesses and parents watching the parade.  A great time was had by 
all! 
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SECOND GRADE HOLDS GRANDPARENT DAY AND PUMPKIN CARVING DAY  

The students in Mrs. Epkeyõs and Mrs. Pfundõs second grade classrooms recently celebrated Grandparents Day.  The 
children sang songs, did an art project and ended the day by treating their grandparents to lunch in the cafeteria.  Thank 
you to all the grandparents who made this day special!   

Another special event recently held in the second grade classrooms was pumpkin carving day.  Parents were invited to 
celebrate fall by helping their child carve pumpkins.  It was a big hit and we would like to thank all the parents for com-
ing in to enjoy this special event with their children.   

Brycen Halfmann and his 

grandparents 

Lewis Miller with his grand-

parents 

Nolan Wirth and his 

parents 

Logan VanElls and his dad Kyle Snyder with his brother Zach and 

their dad 


